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Venkatamba and son Gururaja, to seek refuge in the Sri
Mutt there, that was then under royal patronage.

Sri Surendra, by just asking a few questions,
gauged the keen intellect of Thimmama Bhatta and took
him in the fold of the Sri Mutt.

The pontiff, after some time, handed over charge of
the Sri Mutt to Sri Vijayeendra (the disciple to whom he
had granted sanyasa and brought there) leaving the
place on a missionary tour. Later, Sri Surendra entered
his Brindavan at Madurai. Kumbakonam, at that point of
time, became the permanent base of the Sri Mutt.

Thimmanna Bhatta, as was customary then, got his
daughter married off ^t a very young age. He also sent
his son away to Gurukula for education and as a
consequence, started missing the children. He went to
Tirupati and prayed to the Lord for another son. And
when he was intent on returning to Vijayanagar after the
pilgrimage, its capital had been shifted to Penukonda.
So Thimmanna Bhatta travelled to Kanchipuram with his
wife Gopikamba and after having darshan of Lord
Varadaraja, reached Bhuvanagiri in the end.

In due course, graced by Lord Venkatachalapathi, a
handsome boy was born to Gopikamba. The child was
named Venkatanatha, as the Lord of the Seven Hills had
blessed its birth. Everyone felt that it was a Divine child
and exclaimed so, in wonderment.

Thimmanna Bhatta and Gopikamba later came to
the Sri Mutt at Kumbakonam with the child. Sri
Vijayeendra and Sri Surendra were stunned by the